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Building the Pyramids
by Katya Nick

The idea of  “Art” can be mysterious and unapproachable; however, growing up as the daughter of  
an artist, I saw art as a completely tangible process. Less mysterious, and much more concrete, it was 
kind of  like watching a Pyramid being built - the glamour of  the finished product was a destination 
somewhere far in the distant future, and far overshadowing it was the grueling minutiae of  the 
discipline and labor comprising it.

Throughout grade school and high school, my routine involved coming home and observing the daily 
progress of  paintings. In addition to my observations on progress, I also bore witness to the latest 
environmental factors to influence my father’s painting. More often than not, my father’s commentary 
was devoted to the weather, and particularly the clouds that might be impacting his light-- either 
currently, or in the anticipated near future. His commentary might also, on occasion, impart feedback 
from my mother’s extraordinarily critical eye. My mother is probably the single person to know my 
father’s process better than himself, as she not only observes his work from day-to-day, but she has also 
often experienced most of  his painting sites directly. “Better stop now before you ruin it,” is a piece of  
feedback from my mother that my father still loves to share with me, or, even better, “George, do you 
think that maybe you’re using too much red?” - another analysis offered after my mother, over a period 
of  multiple days, continued to find traces of  wet red cadmium paint lining the steering wheel and 
drivers seat of  one of  our family cars, as well as on doorknobs and faucet handles all around the house. 
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The minutiae of  cohabitating with an artistic process could sometimes distract from, but never dwarf  
my appreciation for, the structure and rigor that my father brings to his work and his life. Days often 
start at 5 am in order to get as much “good” (often early morning) light for the one, two, or three 
paintings on which he could be working at once, and, after about 50 years of  teaching, it is still not 
uncommon for him to dedicate as much time to his students’ work as to his own.

The intensity and excitement with which my father approaches everything, including both his painting 
and teaching, has been as reliable as the North Star. As many of  his students will tell you, that 
excitement is also contagious. If  you’re lucky enough to have had a chance to study with George Nick, 
there are many things you may have learned from him, especially if  you’re interested in color and 
form; however, among the things I have learned from him are:

•	 When you’re starting out, concern yourself  more with the quantity of  your work than the quality, 
and 

•	 A little guilt goes a long way.

Katya Nick
New York, September 2015

Katya Nick is a designer and artist living in New York City.
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